
We hope you enjoy this  

edition of our Sunshine  

Memorial Foundation  

newsletter - A Little Dose of 

Sunshine.  In an effort to 

keep in touch with our   

volunteers, event          

participants, donors and 

supporters, we bring you 

this publication and hope to 

continue to connect on a 

routine basis.   

Enjoy and we welcome 

your input and suggestions 

for future publications!! 

What better way to tell a story than by people who have lived it? Or through music and dance? 

We did it all!  

The 4-act experience included dance, songs, music, a dramatic performance, and stories told from 

people who came through dark times in their lives even stronger.  

The Suite Sunshine Experience was a partnership between the Greater Grand Forks Young Profes-

sionals and Sunshine Memorial Foundation, describing the need for a hospitality home in the Grand 

Forks area for those from other  communities to use when they must travel for medical treatment. 

“It showed the need through artistic testimony instead of just using written stories or words,” says 

Misti Koop, Performance Director. “We can use art, music, and other talents to relate personal sto-

ries to our own lives or people we know that have medical issues.” 

Three live testimonials were given; two from those who had an experience with a hospitality home, 

and one who could have used a home in our area. Cassie Gerhardt and Mickie Nakonechny spoke 

of using a Ronald McDonald House and Hope Lodge, and Laurel Johnson wrote a song about the 

need for a hospitality home in our area, based on her experience. 

“This health crisis had me scared, the night before wouldn’t have been so bad, if I’d had a place to go, 

like Sunshine Hospitality Home,” sang Laurel. 

To hear the song, see photos, videos, and find out more information please visit 

www.SunshineMemorial.org. 

“A hospitality home would offer a safe and compassionate place for families or individuals to 

stay,” says Donovan Larson, Chief Executive Officer of Sunshine Memorial Foundation. “It’s a place 

where they can cook meals, and a place where they are not alone, but can find comfort with others 

in similar situations.”  (For more photos, see page 5) 
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Sunny People Spotlight: Monica Foster 

Need a Speaker For Your Service 

Group, Club or Organization? 

Sunshine Memorial Foundation loves to share our message about the proposed Sunshine Hospitality Home project 

and the plans we have to bring this to fruition.  If your business, service club or organization would like to learn more, 

we would love to provide a speaker to come and visit with you.  Members of our staff (Jena or Donovan) or other   

volunteers involved in the project are available to speak to your organization.  We can provide a short summary as a 

quick overview or present more details and include some video footage as well.  We will suit our presentation to your 

time frame and group’s interest.  Please call the Foundation office or send an e-mail to                                                        

donovan@sunshinememorial.org 

This is where we take a moment and feature a “sunny” person. Our   

volunteers work so hard, daily, weekly, monthly, and are so appreciated 

by everyone! A person who works hard for us every month is Monica 

Foster. 

Monica is the guest secretary for our board of directions and she takes 

minutes for our meetings. She is also our first volunteer to call when we 

need something done electronically, as she is a whiz with spreadsheets. 

You have perhaps also seen her out at events, and she helped with our 

Giving Hearts Day thank you notes. We cannot say enough wonderful 

things about Monica and how much she means to all of us. 

Thank you Monica for shining so brightly!!! 

Have you “LIKED” us on Facebook yet?  

We post photos from many of our events, 

announce upcoming events, highlight     

happenings in the Foundation and lots 

more.  We hope you will join us on        

Facebook and see what ‘s going on  at the 

Sunshine Memorial Foundation.  LIKE us at 

Sunshine Memorial Foundation. 

 



Giving Hearts Day Donors  Sending Our Heartfelt Thanks 
We were truly humbled by the support we received during Giving Hearts Day. We had over 100 donors and 

raised $20,300!!! The 24-hour give-a-thon was also a lot of fun thanks to our partners, Dunn Bros. and Tim 

Hortons. People enjoyed buying coffee and donuts and sharing in an uplifting experience.  Thank you to those 

who said “YES” to this giving opportunity and blessed our Foundation with your generosity. 
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Mary Akason 
Valerie Ames 
Gerri Anderson 
Patricia Anderson 
Steven Asche 
Melanie Barth 

Mary Barrett 
Barbara Beach 
Janet Berg 
Nick Berglund 
Sharon Bubb 
Rex Carlson 
Myrna Cigelske 
Deborah Cook 
Becky Cournia 
John Cyr 
Amy Dallum 
Denby DeVries 
Dunn Bros. 
Dan Fabian 
Monica Foster 
Jim Fristad 
Tim Fridgen 
Bruce Gjovig 
Mary Glessner 
Duane and Sue Hafner 
Kelly Hagen 
Carma and Randi Hanson 
Randy Hatzenbuhler 
Brent Hella 
Harvey Henderson 
Susan Hibma 
Alice Hoffert 
Peter Hoistad 
James Holter 
Lynn Holum 
Steve and Connie Hulst 

Kirsten Hurtt 
Damon Johnson 
Ken Johnson 
Laurel Johnson 
Zona Kaml 
Sarah & Matthew Komprood 
Casey Koop 
Misti Koop 
Melissa Korslien 
Stephanie Ladue 
Andrew Lamoureux 
Vand & Dee Larson 
Donovan Larson 
Jobey Lichtblau 
 

Calvin & Vicki Lindberg 
Chad Lindgren 
Connie Lowe  
Eric Lunn 
Karen Mailloux 
Bob & Pam Mansfield 

Stephanie Matteson 
Karen McCann 
Bryan McCoy 
Kenton & Marilyn McGregor 
Megan Minnaert 
Lisa Montgomery 
Devin Mogck 
Kris Molde 
JoAnn Ness 
Karen Nygaard 
Paula Osowski 
Sherry and Neal Pederson 
Kari Perreault 
Susan Phelps 
Heidi Philpot 
Jena Pierce 
Jim & Peggy Pulst 
Kim & Ryan Radermacher 
Margaret & Alan Reed 
Lorraine Rohde 
Celia Rosencrans 
Joel Rotvold 
Casey Ryan 
Alyssa Schott 
Jill Sinding 
Molly Soeby 
Bruce and Jodie Storhaug   
Derek Sunderland 
Casey Sveningson 
Jean Syverson 
Tim Hortons 

J. Patrick Traynor 
Kathy & Kirk Watt 
Jeffrey Zak 
Susan Zelewski 

We were thrilled to have 100% board participation in 

this fund raising event, showing their commitment and 

support of this project. 
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Welcome to the Sunshine Memorial Foundation Board:  Dan Traynor 

We are pleased to announce that Dan Traynor has joined our organization as a new 

board member! Dan is a shareholder and attorney at Traynor Law Firm in Devils Lake. 

He is licensed to practice in the state courts of North Dakota and Minnesota, the      

Federal District Court of North Dakota, and Tribal Courts in the area. 

Dan is chairman of the Disciplinary Board of the North Dakota Supreme Court. He is a 

member and former president of the North Dakota Economic Development Foundation. 

He also serves on the Board of Governors of the State Bar Association.  Dan represents 

North Dakota as a member of the ABA House of Delegates. 

Dan is a member of the Defense Research Institute, North Dakota Defense Lawyers  

Association, the American Bar Association and is an Elected Member of the American 

Law Institute. He and his wife, Tricia, and their children reside in Devils Lake, N.D. 

Welcome to the team, Dan! 

February 7th, the Foundation hosted the 5th Annual Sunshine Fest and it was the biggest and best to date.  

Over 1030 people participated that wonderfully warm 30 degree Saturday morning!  The team presence this 

year was truly humbling, consisting of over 40 teams ranging in size from just a couple to 50 and over! 

It was a great day that included our Health & Wellness fair, with our largest attendance yet.  The walk was 

exciting, with everyone trying to get out of the house and be healthy.  The run was officially timed this year 

and the weather was perfect.  Our kid-zone, pet therapy dogs, coffee shop and photo booths were successful 

and added a bit of something for everyone. 

We’re very thankful for our wonderful sponsors, donors, raffles, & in-kind contributors who made a huge     

impact this year as we almost reached $100,000!!  These 

funds will go a long way in helping the Sunshine Hospitality 

Home become a reality. 

Our planning team knocked it out of the park this year and 

for that we’re so very grateful.    All of our planning       

committees and their leaders worked very hard and with so 

much passion.  The event went more smoothly than ever and 

as always, we will continue to strive to improve for next 

year. 

We thank all of you reading this that were able to come 

share the fun and if you couldn’t please consider joining us 

on January 30th, 2016 for the 6th Annual Sunshine Fest! 

Sunshine Fest Wrap Up 
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Thank You For Your Service 

Randy Hatzenbuhler & Dan Fabian:  Board Members 

When the Sunshine Memorial Foundation was founded, Randy          

Hatzenbuhler and Dan Fabian were charter members of the                

organization.  Randy is the President of the Theodore Roosevelt Medora 

Foundation and Dan Fabian is a MN State Representative in District 1A 

in Minnesota.  Each of these  gentlemen brought with them to the board 

a regional and statewide perspective to the projects that the SMF is 

working on and for that, we are grateful. 

Their board terms have recently expired and we want to thank them for 

the service they have provided.  We are grateful for their  expertise 

and direction during a key time in our Foundation’s development.  We 

have replaced one of their positions with Dan Traynor and he is        

featured in this newsletter as well.  We will spotlight our other new 

board member in the next edition of “A Little Dose of  Sunshine”. 

Megan Minnaert:  UND Student Intern 

This past semester, Sunshine Memorial Foundation was 

blessed to have a wonderful intern from the University 

of North Dakota.  Megan Minnaert is a Communica-

tions major that provided us with lots of her help and      

expertise while also getting college credits.  Megan 

was in charge of much of the details for the Giving 

Hearts Day campaign and created the social media 

plan for this event.  She also has done work on our 

Sunshine Fest planning guide and so while she will 

move on as her class is completed, her work at the 

Foundation will continue to provide benefit to our 

teams. 

Thank you Megan, Randy and 

Dan for your service and for 

sharing in the passion of Sunshine 

Memorial Foundation!!   

We have been blessed!! 

Pictured on left:  Megan        

Minnaert (UND Intern) and     

Jena Pierce, Foundation         

Development Director 


